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In case you are curious about our logo design, 
it represents the theoretical, philosophical and 
cultural meaning of our conference theme, a yin-
yang and East-West balanced logo that expresses 
our intention, care and thinking of the future 
direction of the holistic approach to 
language, cognition, and education. 
The design is based on native naupaka 
flowers. Naupaka flowers look as if 
they are only half of a flower, and 
there are two varieties, one by the 
ocean and one in the mountains. There 
are several versions of the Hawaiian legend 
describing these plants, and they tell of a couple 
in love, but separated from each other, and how, 
when you put the two together, they appear to 
be a single flower. In the legend, they represent 

man and woman and Hawai‘i’s environment of 
mountain and ocean. The logo includes a yin-
yang symbol as the center of the flower since 
yin-yang, representing the balancing of flowing 

events with ecology, is central to the theme 
of this conference and its exploration 

of Qi and cultivation of skills. The two 
halves of the logo reinforce this theme 
and symbolize the dynamic coupling 
of what appears to be opposite, yet 

co-exist within one event of sunrise/
sunset, warm/cold, light/dark, nurture/

nature, implicit/explicit, cognitive/use, 
thoughts/action. We encourage you to search 

for naupaka flowers on your free day and post 
them on our Facebook page (www.facebook.com/
cilcconference/).

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Speaking of aesthetics, we are very fortunate to have Professor Huaiqing Zhang from the Chinese Academy 
of Forestry to be our conference photographer. Mahalo!

And we are very grateful for our many volunteers who will help to make all events a memorable and 
beautiful one. If you have any needs and concerns, please just speak with one of us throughout the 
conference, and we will try our best to help. 
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E KOMO MAI - WELCOME!

Welcome to the 4th International Conference on Interactivity, Language and Cognition. It is a pleasure and 
privilege to host CILC4 at the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa (UHM), and we hope that all participants will 
gain from taking a radical view of Educational Enskillment, Event, and Ecology. As in earlier conferences on 
interactivity, language and cognition, the presenters will challenge disciplinary boundaries by giving due 
attention to how human becoming arises in connection to biology and ecology and how artificial means 
serve to constrain human ways of living. 

CILC4 focuses on education and, above all, convergences arising between the study of interactivity and 
how a physics-based view of energy can be enriched by appeal to a concept of Qi. Whereas educationalists 
often trace interaction and learning to verbal aspects of language, communication and minds, by 
appealing to Qi and/or interactivity, human action and experience become public and multi-scalar. 
Educational enskillment is taken to arise in a cultural ecology that depends on action and experience. 
Above all, we ask how contingent events prompt people to concert their understanding: if communication 
matters, much also depends on inter-bodily, orchestrated action – intelligence uses shared energy. Minded 
behavior is traced to more than verbal aspects of interaction.

The themes to be addressed connect educational issues with questions of human embodiment. They 
highlight issues such as imagination, resemiotization, uniting action-with-perception, and, broadly, what 
a turn to languaging can offer education. By connecting the collective, the individual, and ancient Eastern 
traditions, one gains an ecological view of human becoming that gives due weight to how people draw on 
experience and technologies beyond the classroom. We see this as part of a radical ecolinguistics that links 
questions of how linguistic enskillment transforms persons to practical issues of how the living world can 
be used sustainably. In turning from individual learning and appeal to language acquisition, new weight 
falls on how project and place-based approaches to instruction can be made effective in enabling parties 
to appropriate linguistic, actional, and perceptual skills.

These themes will be explored in nine plenary talks, two parallel sessions and a workshop from speakers 
from as far afield as China, Japan, Canada, South Korea, Vietnam, Macau, the U.K., Denmark, Finland, 
Germany, and the United Arab Emirates. We are grateful to this community whose expertise has 
contributed to making this conference possible, as well as the extended community of the International 
Society for the Study of Interactivity, Language, and Cognition (ISSILC) board members for their blind 
reviews of the abstracts. 

Our special thanks go to our generous sponsors, the Colleges of Arts & Sciences Interdisciplinary 
Conference Awards, the College of Languages, Linguistics & Literature (LLL), the UHM National Foreign 
Language Resource Center (NFLRC), and finally, the Halekulani Corporation’s generous and elegant support 
for our closing reception. Without their support, we could not mount this event. We are also delighted to 
welcome LLL Dean Laura E. Lyons to deliver her welcome speech. Last but not least, mahalo nui loa (“thank 
you very much” in Hawaiian) to you, our 70 attendees. 

We are confident that your long journey will prove worthwhile and hope that your participation in the 
conference will be both stimulating and memorable. 

A warm aloha from the CILC 4 Organizing Committee:

Dongping Zheng, Conference Chair

Jim Yoshioka, Conference Coordinator
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INFORMATION

Conference Venue
CILC 4 will take place primarily in the Biomedical 
Sciences building (1960 East-West Road) on 
the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa campus in 
Honolulu, Hawai‘i. The two presentation rooms 
will be Biomed B103 (in the B Courtyard to the 
right) and Biomed T211 (in the central Tower on 
the second floor). The Saturday workshop will be 
located in nearby Moore Hall 153.

Registration / Coffee Service
The registration desk and coffee service area are 
located in the B Courtyard in front of Biomed 
B103. 

* PLEASE - NO FOOD OR BEVERAGES ARE  
   ALLOWED IN THE PRESENTATION ROOMS * 

If you have beverages with a cap, those will be 
okay, but no open containers and no food in the 
rooms please. There are a number of tables and 
benches around the Biomed building courtyards 
for sitting and relaxing. Please enjoy your food and 
beverages outside.

Boxed Lunches
Inside your name badge, you will find lunch tickets 
for each day of the conference, based on the 
type of lunch you requested during registration 
(standard or vegetarian). Please present your 
ticket and pick up your boxed lunch in the coffee 
service area during the lunch break. UH Mānoa 
has many lovely places nearby to sit and eat your 
lunch, including a variety of grassy areas and 
Paradise Palms. Please dispose of your lunches in 
available trash cans.

WiFi
WiFi access is available for conference attendees. 
Please see the signs posted in each presentation 
room with the day’s general username and 
password to use.

Copying
Copies can be made at the following locations on 
campus or nearby:
■ Hamilton Library. Open Monday-Friday, 8:00am-

6:00pm, and Sunday, noon-6:00 pm. Closed 
Saturday.

■ Campus Solutions (located in the UH Mānoa 
Bookstore in Campus Center). Open Monday–
Friday 8:00am–4:30pm and Saturday 9:00am–
12:30pm. Closed Sunday.

■ FedEx Office (2575 S. King Street - located at the 
corner of University Avenue & S. King Street). 
Open 24 hours.

Stay Connected
Post and share your thoughts and impressions 
of the conference via our CILC4 WeChat (see QR 
codes posted in the Biomed building presentation 
rooms) or our CILC4 Facebook page (https://www.
facebook.com/cilcconference/).

Evaluation Forms
Please take a few moments to fill out our online 
evaluation form. Mahalo!
https://form.jotform.com/81989129681978
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SOCIAL EVENTS

College Hill Reception 
On the first day of the conference, we will end with a reception (5:30-7:30 pm) at College Hill, a historic 
house used for UH functions, located at 2234 Kamehameha Avenue, just off campus. A chance to socialize, 
unwind, and enjoy appetizers, drinks, and beautiful views of Honolulu and Diamond Head with fellow 
conference attendees.

Halekulani Closing Reception
The conference will close on Saturday, August 4 with a very special reception in the Garden Terrace at 
the famous 5-star Halekulani Hotel (2199 Kalia Rd) down in Waikiki at 6:30 pm. Don’t miss this sure-to-be 
memorable event! The Halekulani will provide an assortment of delectable appetizers and a cash bar for 
those who want to celebrate and toast the end of the conference. We’ll see you there!

A ticket is needed for entrance to the event. If you expressed interest in joining the closing Saturday 
reception when you submitted your registration, you will find a ticket in your name badge. If you said 
you would not be attending the Saturday reception but have since changed your mind, please visit us at 
registration to see if we still have extra tickets.
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Interactivity across persons, artifacts  
and environments

Wednesday, August 1   ■   9:15-10:15 am   ■   Biomed B103

Human development arises as a function of 
participation in, and contribution to, historically 
formed and dynamically emergent social, 
symbolic, and material ecologies of association. 
When viewed this way, learning of whatever kind 
cannot be clearly separated from social fields and 
processes, material conditions, and 
living bodies (Bourdieu, 1984). 
In this sense, humans are open 
systems and development 
involves an ‘ensemble’ process 
orchestrated along a brain-
body-world continuum 
(e.g., Spivey, 2007; Cowley & 
Steffensen, 2007; Steffensen, 
2013). An open systems 
principle includes a number 
of entailments, one of 
which is that cognition and 
communication are actions 
that are embodied, enacted, 
and extended across individuals, 
artifacts, and environments 
(e.g., Atkinson, 2010; Bucholtz & Hall, 
2016; Clark, 2008). A second entailment is the 
importance of mediation – that artifacts and 
the social-material environment variably co-
produce action in concert with human actants 
(Latour, 2005; Thorne, 2016). The notion of 
distribution suggests a third entailment, that 
of ecologically valid units of analysis such as 
‘organism-environment systems’ (e.g., Järvilehto, 
2009), which describe how change within an 
organism is accompanied by a reorganization of 
organism-environment relations. An open systems 
approach is particularly relevant to understanding 

technology-mediated communicative and 
cognitive activity since the meditational means at 
hand transform the morphology of human action 
in ways that potentially enable and constrain 
developmental trajectories.

In this talk, I describe instances of 
“learning in the wild” 
(borrowing from Hutchins, 
1995), highlighting the 
relevance of situatedness and 
place in language learning 
interventions using mobile 
Augmented Reality (AR), the 
primary objective of which 
is to embed languaging 
events and resources in 
phenomenologically rich 
and embodied experience 
in the world (Hellermann, 

Thorne, & Fodor, 2017; Thorne 
et al., 2015; Thorne & Hellermann, 

2017; Zheng et al., 2018). Our video 
analysis of language learners engaged 

in AR activity draws from multiple approaches 
(activity theory, the ‘distributed language 
view’ (Thibault, 2011), usage-based linguistics, 
multimodal ethnomethodology, posthumanism) 
and illustrates the achievement of ongoing co-
action through visible embodied displays, the 
performance of new actions through coordinated 
(re)use of public semiotic resources (Goodwin, 
2013), and perhaps controversially, the physical 
surround as actant in the sequential production of 
action in interaction.

Steve Thorne (Ph.D., UC Berkeley) is Professor of Second Language Acquisition in the Department of World 
Languages and Literatures at Portland State University (USA), with a secondary appointment in the 
Department of Applied Linguistics at the University of Groningen (The Netherlands). His interests include 
formative interventions in world language education contexts, intercultural communication, indigenous 
language revitalization, communication across new media and mobile technologies, and research that draws 
upon contextual traditions of language analysis and distributed and usage-based approaches to language 
development.

Steven Thorne
Portland State University and 

University of Groningen

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS
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Gender, race, and comparative philosophy:  
An intersectional feminist consciousness

Wednesday, August 1   ■   1:20-2:20 pm   ■    Biomed B103

Much of what we experience and learn in our 
private life and in formal schooling is mediated 
by gender and race as well as other social and 
political variables. As a feminist engaged in 
comparative studies, I intend to bring to light the 
intersectionality of these social/political variables 
through a personal reflection on the 
professional journey that I 
have undertaken in the field 
of philosophy. This talk in 
part is my personal tribute 
to Roger T. Ames to whom 

Li-Hsiang Rosenlee
University of Hawai‘i –  

West O’ahu

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

I am intellectually indebted for opening up the 
field of comparative feminist studies, a field that 
is still in its inceptive stage. Going further, I will 
also venture into the field of philosophy of race 
taking Immanuel Kant’s race essays as a case 
study to shed light on the obstacles still lying 

ahead of comparative feminist studies. 
In the closing, I will propose 
some possible Confucian 
alternatives as a basis for 
forming an intersectional 
feminist consciousness.

Li-Hsiang Lisa Rosenlee is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Hawai‘i – West O‘ahu. She received her 
Ph.D. in Philosophy from the University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa where she also received an MA in Philosophy and 
a BA in Political Science. She is the author of “A Feminist Re-imagination of Confucianism: A Practical Ethic 
for Life” (Columbia U. Press, forthcoming) and “Confucianism and Women: A Philosophical Interpretation” 
(SUNY Press, 2006). Rosenlee’s work has appeared in refereed journals such as Hypatia: A Journal of Feminist 
Philosophy, Philosophy East and West, Notre Dame Philosophical Reviews, Journal of Chinese Philosophy, 
The Philosophical Quarterly, International Communication of Chinese Culture, International Studies 
in Philosophy, Journal of Chinese Religions, Dao: A Journal of Comparative Philosophy, China Review 
International, and Asian Philosophy as well as in a number of anthologies including the two latest ones: “The 
Oxford Handbook of Confucianism” (Oxford U. Press, forthcoming) and “The Bloomsbury Research Handbook 
of Chinese Philosophy and Gender” (Bloomsbury, 2016). Lastly, she has been invited to give lectures/conduct 
workshops on various campuses such as Tel Aviv University, University of Oslo, University of Pennsylvania and 
Taiwan National University. Her research interests include feminist philosophy, ethics, Confucianism and race.
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Skilled linguistic action:  
from distributed language to radical ecolinguistics 

Thursday, August 2   ■   9:00a -10:00a   ■   Biomed B103

For many, language uses a neural/mental process 
that serves, above all, for communication. In 
turning from a synchronic perspective, one is 
bound to challenge individual-centred control. 
This leads to a distributed view that allows 
human infants to become persons who attune 
to languaging. Heterogeneous practices enable 
one to link ecological experience, 
intrinsic dialogicality and 
ways of managing multi-scalar 
temporality. Although the 
perspective is irreducible to 
a single theory, it grounds to 
various hypotheses:
■ Humans link attending to 

skilled modes of acting; 
given perceived linguistic 
patterns (‘the second order’) 
people change the life-
world by drawing on skilled 
linguistic action.

■ In engaging with each other, 
people use insights or avoid errors 
by meshing action with coordinating that 
draws on bodily use of multi-scalar temporality.

■ All characteristically human powers may well 
derive from the resulting sense saturated 
coordination or, in other terms, interactivity.

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

The hypotheses bear on, not linguistic or social 
problems, but what people accomplish. One 
focuses on, not ‘explanation’, but how, together, 
people construct and use the enabling conditions 
for various tasks. This, however, does not preclude 
modelling: one can ask how skilled linguistic 
action (SLA) unites talking, thinking, using texts, 

technology, etc. as persons mesh 
routines with spontaneous 
and automatic actions.  
Equally, one can pursue the 
observable consequences 
of such ways of languaging. 
This has been done in work 
treating peer-review as central 
to science (Cowley, 2015) or, in 
another tradition, in bringing 
translanguaging to the fore in 
educational linguistics (Garcia 

and Wei, 2014). In short, the 
distributed perspective allows 

languaging-practices to have 
profound personal, social and even 

bio-ecological consequences. Indeed, it 
opens up understanding of how complex social 
projects create/draw on networks of beliefs (and 
the associated media). This can be used to develop 
what Alan Rayner (see, 2017) calls a sense of 
natural inclusion through a radical ecolinguistics 
that raises our bio-ecological awareness (Cowley, 
2014; Cowley & Zhou, 2017).

Stephen Cowley
University of Southern Denmark
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Stephen J. Cowley is Professor of Organisational Cognition at the University of Southern Denmark. Having 
completed a Cambridge PhD entitled The Place of Prosody in Conversations, he moved to South Africa. There 
his academic focus gradually shifted from Linguistics to Cognitive Science and the implications of the ecological 
crisis. He has held positions in Linguistics (Durban), Psychology (Durban, Bradford and Hertfordshire) and 
Language & Communication (Slagelse, Denmark). His empirical work examines prosodic, kinesic and verbal 
interactions within families, between mothers and infants, with robots, in medical simulations and in peer-
review. In tracing intelligent activity to agent-environment interactions, he has expertise in problem finding, 
decision making and how people and organisations range in time by bringing the past to current and future 
concerns.

Together with Nigel Love, he founded the Distributed Language Group in 2004. The DLG community aim to 
transform the language sciences by tracing what is human to the directed, dialogical activity that shapes the 
collective dimension of language. In 2012, he co-founded the International Society for the Study of Interactivity, 
Language and Cognition, an international community that holds biennial conferences. His papers span topics 
such as prosody, developmental psychology, social robotics and pursue foundational work on how the bio-
ecology shapes language and cognition. He is on the Editorial board of 7 journals (including ones from Russia 
and China) and has had edited/co-edited 13 Special Issues as well as the volumes: Distributed Language (2011, 
Benjamins), Cognition Beyond the Brain: Computation, Interactivity and Human Artifice (2013, Springer; 2nd 
edition, 2017) and Biosemiotic Perspectives on Language and Linguistics (2015, Springer).
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In this speech I argue that language is successfully 
learned through extension. Typical extension 
occurs in dialogue where interlocutors complete 
and extend each other’s speech creatively, a 
socio-cognitive process called ‘XU’ in Chinese, 
which can be couched in an English equivalent 
CEC (completion, extension and 
creation). The above argument 
is otherwise known as XU-
argument or X-argument, 
which basically rests on two 
observations: i) dialogue is 
full of incomplete stretches 
of discourse, which motivates 
CEC, and ii) dialogue 
involves an asymmetry 
between comprehension 
and production in that 
one’s comprehension ability 
generally exceeds one’s 
production ability, and this 
asymmetry incurs alignment 
as interlocutors are engaged in 
dialogue or CEC. When learners interact 
with a linguistically more proficient speaker, 
alignment between their weaker production and 
comprehension of the better language user’s 

The X-argument to move forward the  
interactional approach to L2 acquisition

Thursday, August 2   ■   1:10-2:10 pm   ■   Biomed B103

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Chuming Wang
Guangdong University  

of Foreign Studies

speech serves to iron out the asymmetry in close 
proximity, thus giving rise to a strong learning 
effect. Furthermore, during the CEC process nearly 
all major factors facilitating language learning can 
be activated, such as learner agency, intention 
to communicate, selective attention to language 

forms, and scaffolding of the preceding 
discourse for the follow-up 
use of language, all of which 
conspire to enhance learning. 
Based on the X-argument, 
various continuation tasks that 
contain CEC can be designed 
to facilitate L2 learning.  
A series of empirical studies 
have documented supporting 
evidence that continuation 
tasks are indeed capable of 
enhancing language learning 

efficiency. The X-argument 
points to a new direction 

for deepening interactional 
approaches to language acquisition 

research and suggests effective means 
by which to improve L2 language teaching and 
learning.

Chuming Wang is a research professor at the National Center for Linguistics and Applied Linguistics, Guangdong 
University of Foreign Studies (GDUFS), China. His main research interest is in second language acquisition and 
its applications to L2 pedagogy. Over the past 30 years or so he has been endeavoring to apply SLA research 
findings to foreign/second language teaching and his work along this line has enabled him to develop a 
teaching model called the Length Approach to ELT, which aims to help improve learners’ L2 proficiency through 
writing. His formulation of the Compensation Hypothesis and the ensuing ‘Learn Together, Use Together’ 
(LTUT) principle, which highlight the role of context in foreign language learning, throw light on the L2 learning 
process. His recently contrived X-argument that language is learned by Xu or CEC (completion, extension and 
creation) constitutes an attempt to put a new perspective on language acquisition. He is currently the principal 
investigator of a major research project supported by the China National Foundation of Social Sciences, focusing 
on how to enhance efficiency in learning Chinese as a second language. His articles have appeared in Language 
Learning, Applied Linguistics and the major journals of foreign language studies in China. He is the author 
of the books Applied Psycholinguistics: A study on the psychology of Foreign Language Learning (Hunan 
Education Press, 1990), Studies on Chinese Learners’ English Self-concept (Shanghai Foreign Education Press, 
2008), and How a Foreign Language Is Learned (Foreign Language Teaching and Research Press, 2010).
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In all human languaging, the past is present in 
many ways – both in the sense of one’s personal 
history, in the sense of the affordances provided 
by our cultural-historical environment and in the 
sense of the evolutionary developments that 
underlie the capacity to use language. At the 
same time, languaging also relates to 
the future and is constrained 
by a variety of expectations, 
intentions and imagined 
outcomes. Hence, it is not 
only the timing and rhythm 
of the current online activity 
that is significant, but rather, 
languaging is achieved 
by the power of various 
timescales – different layers 
of time, different rhythms 
and processes – that mesh in 
interactivity (e.g. Steffensen & 
Pedersen 2014).

Time-travellers in languaging:  
Perspectives on language users’ timescales

Thursday, August 2   ■   4:30-5:30 pm   ■   Biomed B103

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Hannele Dufva
University of Jyvaskyla,  

Finland

Drawing on dialogical and sociocultural thinking 
and ecological and distributed viewpoints on 
language and cognition, I will discuss languaging 
as time-travelling across different timescales. With 
a particular focus on the (re)conceptualization of 
language learning and use in applied linguistics, 

I will speculate on how learner/users 
move across the meshworks 
of time and space by drawing 
upon various reservoirs of 
the past, at the same time 
co-coordinating their on-line 
activity and keeping an eye 
on the future and its fields of 
possible action.

Hannele Dufva is Professor of Applied Linguistics at the Department of Language and Communication Studies, 
University of Jyvaskyla, Finland. In her research focusing on second and foreign language learning and 
instruction, she has drawn upon the sociocultural and dialogical tradition and is particularly interested in relating 
this work to ecological and distributed frameworks. She has published papers and books in Finnish and in English.
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In this talk, I will discuss how language and 
culture are taught and learned through physical 
exercise in a multilingual karate club in an 
ethnically diverse area in East London. I will 
outline a theoretical perspective on researching 
this transformative, multilingual process, 
namely, Translanguaging, and discuss the idea of 
learning as embodied resemiotization. 
Translanguaging builds on 
the notion of Languaging 
and emphasizes the creative 
and critical capacities of 
multilingual language users. 
The karate club is led by 
a 6th dan coach of Polish 
Roma origin who speaks 
primarily Polish and Romani 
and started learning karate 
in Poland in his teens and 
moved to London as an adult. 
The participants are local school 
children who speak a range of 
named languages including Polish, 
Russian, Lithuanian, and a variety of 
English. Using data collected through a 3-month 
linguistic ethnography, we found that there 
is an intersectional layer of cultures which are 
referenced, reiterated, ritualised or revered in 
coaching and learning practices. These include 

To osu or not to osu: Language and culture learning 
as embodied resemiotization: A Translanguaging view

Friday, August 3   ■   9:00-10:00 am   ■   Biomed B103

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Li Wei
University College London (UCL)

karate culture, culture of learning, and culture 
of practice and their associated values such as 
respect, hierarchical social order, competitiveness, 
learning through modelling, repetition and 
whole-body pragmatics, and self-discipline. In the 
meantime, there is a certain level of subjectivity 
in the perceived ownership and origins of 

these cultures. The connection with 
Japaneseness (the origins 
to which karate is often 
attributed) may be lost in 
translation. Multiple languages 
and embodied pragmatic cues 
are used in coaching but for 
different purposes: although 
certain Japanese language 
competence is required, the 
use of Japanese is limited to 
performativity and rituals, as 

a technical code, as command, 
and occasionally as an indicator 

of one’s professional expertise. In 
contrast, Polish, English and other 

linguistic, semiotic and physical acts 
are performed collaboratively as languages of 
instruction, elaboration, disciplines or information. 
Theoretical and methodological implications of 
the study for language learning research will be 
discussed.

Li Wei is Chair of Applied Linguistics and Director of the UCL Centre for Applied Linguistics at the UCL Institute of 
Education, University College London. He is Fellow of the Academy of Social Sciences, UK and Principal Editor of 
the International Journal of Bilingualism.
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The distributed view on human languaging 
and interactivity has so far mainly focused on 
situated and embodied first-order languaging 
as a form of sense-saturated whole-body 
coordination between persons, situations, 
artefacts, technologies, and so on in the extended 
human ecology (Cowley, 2012; Kravchenko, 2011; 
Steffensen, 2013; Thibault, 2011a, 
2011b; Valle-Tourangeau, 
2011). Less attention has 
been paid to texts and what 
people do with texts and, 
concomitantly, what kinds of 
interactivity and what kinds 
of experiences texts afford 
selves in the extended human 
ecology. Moreover, texts are 
embedded in activity systems. 
The artefacts we call ‘texts’ 
therefore prompt people in 
social practices and activity 
systems to coordinate with them 
through norm-based procedures that 
integrate local and nonlocal resources 
to their interactivity with texts. A textual artefact 
is a first-order construct that affords and thus 
relates to the richly embodied, multimodal 
languaging that can take place in relation to the 

The linguistic imagination:  
Nature’s trick, culture’s treat

Friday, August 3   ■   1:10-2:10 pm   ■   Biomed B103

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Paul J . Thibault
University of Agder

text on the part of the selves who participate in 
this languaging and which the text prompts as 
selves draw on both local and nonlocal resources 
to make sense of texts and to enact their own 
selves in relation to them. Rather than textual 
‘representations’ that are said to be encoded in 
textual forms and ‘decoded’ by text users,  

I will consider how language structure 
functionally constrains the 
reader’s imaginal processes 
(Verbrugge, 1977). Linguistic 
structure functionally 
constrains, enables, and 
guides the imaginal processes 
that enable readers of texts to 
engage in or to undergo the 
particular kinds of experiences 
and the forms of awareness 
that are afforded by texts. 

I will consider how (some 
examples of ) texts catalyse and 

functionally constrain and enable 
flows of action, awareness, cognition, 

feeling, and perception in real-time 
embodied languaging when selves engage with 
the affordances of texts and feel their way into 
them. I will show and discuss some videorecorded 
examples to illustrate the arguments of the lecture.

Paul J. Thibault has held academic posts in Australia, China, Denmark, Italy, Hong Kong, and Norway. His 
research interests and many publications are in the areas of applied and general linguistics, development, 
distributed language and cognition, graphic trace-making, human-animal interaction, human interactivity, 
learning, multimodality, narrative, social theory, learning theory and teaching and learning in higher 
education, philosophy of language, philosophy of mind, systemic-functional linguistics. With Mark King at 
UNSW Sydney, Australia, he is currently developing theoretical frameworks and methodological tools for 
the study of human learning in tertiary settings using the perspectives of distributed cognition, eye tracking, 
interactivity, and Multimodal Event Analysis. He is currently completing two forthcoming books, “Distributed 
Language: Languaging, affective cognition and the extended human ecology” (Routledge) and “The Linguistic 
Imagination.” He is currently on the editorial boards of six international journals.
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An interactivity-based perspective focuses on how 
the situated interplay between human agents 
and their environment is “symbiotic” (Cowley, 
2011), that is, at the same time depending on 
lived agency and on stabilised supra-individual 
patterns (including linguistic symbols and other 
sociocultural resources). Acknowledging both 
“dynamical” and “symbolic” aspects of 
human behaviour (Rączaszek-
Leonardi & Kelso, 2008), the 
interactivity-based perspective 
allows for an understanding of 
the ecological constitution of 
embodied practices. Among 
the many practices that 
have been studied from an 
interactivity-based perspective 
are problem-solving (Vallée-
Tourangeau, 2014; Vallée-
Tourangeau, Steffensen, 
Vallée-Tourangeau, & Sirota, 
2016), mother-infant interaction 
(Cowley, 2007; Rączaszek-Leonardi, 
Nomikou, Rohlfing, & Deacon, 2018), 
medical diagnoses (Pedersen, 2015; Trasmundi & 
Steffensen, 2016), and scientific practices (Alač & 
Hutchins, 2004; Goodwin, 2000).

Taking a starting point in the practice of 
psychotherapy, this presentation has an empirical/ 
methodological aim and a theoretical aim. 
Empirically, it aims to elucidate the remarkable 
domain of psychotherapy. Like learning, the 
efficacy of therapy evades enchronic descriptions 
(Enfield, 2014; Enfield & Sidnell, 2013), because 
outcomes of therapy can rarely be traced to 
single moments of interaction. Thus, whereas the 
majority of practices studied from an interactivity-
based perspective have focused on “experimental 
timescales” (i.e., what happens within the 
period of time associated with psychological 

experiments) and “event timescales” (i.e., what 
happens as people engage in delineated, local 
activities), psychotherapy requires a cross-scalar 
temporal granularity that captures global, local, 
and non-local phenomena (Steffensen, 2015).

I illustrate this challenge by showcasing a 
multi-methodological analysis of a 

psychotherapeutic treatment 
that spans 19 therapy sessions 
over five months. The analysis 
demonstrates how stabilised 
interactional, emotional, and 
affective patterns – in the 
therapy sessions and beyond 
– undergo transformations 
during therapy. I argue that 
even such a highly reflective, 
sedentary and verbose 
practice as psychotherapy, 

which lends itself to verbal and 
conversational descriptions, is 

better understood when one takes 
a starting point in interactivity-based 

methods that see language, cognition and 
emotion as deeply integrated.

Based on this psychotherapeutic case study, 
my theoretical aim is to discuss the extensive 
variability concerning how the concept of 
interactivity is used amongst different authors. 
With regard to this question, I argue for “mild 
convergence,” that is, apparently very different 
conceptualisations of interactivity share a 
common, important theme. In line with previous 
publications (Steffensen, 2013), I suggest that 
defining interactivity as a species-specific 
kind of “sense-saturated coordination” allows 
for theoretical variations of such an overall 
ecological-dynamical theme.

Interactivity in therapy: global, local, and non-local 
dynamics in the embodied practice of psychotherapy

Friday, August 3   ■   4:30-5:30 pm   ■   Biomed B103

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Sune Vork Steffensen
University of Southern Denmark
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Sune Vork Steffensen is Professor in Language, Interaction, and Cognition at the University of Southern 
Denmark. He is the director of the university’s Centre for Human Interactivity, and he is the Editor in Chief of 
the journal Language Sciences (published by Elsevier). Focusing on how language and cognition intersect 
in complex social and dialogical systems, in ways that transform the human ecology, his research draws on 
ecological, dialogical and distributed approaches to language, interaction and cognition (including ecological 
psychology, embodied cognition, distributed cognition and dynamical systems thinking). By integrating a 
cognitive perspective with multimodal interaction analysis, he has pioneered the so-called Cognitive Event 
Analysis, a qualitative method for studying distributed cognitive processes in cognitive ecosystems. He has 
edited five issues on ecological and distributed approaches to language, and authored 50 articles/chapters in 
journals and books.
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The Laozi or Daodejing is probably the most 
widely translated text aside from the Bible, with 
hundreds of translations into English alone. It has 
had an even stronger presence within China, and 
there are hundreds of commentaries and editions, 
running from the end of the Warring States Period 
down to the present. We might take the spread of 
the Laozi as proof that the text contains 
timeless truths that can speak 
to anyone, regardless of 
cultural difference or historical 
era. But where would we 
turn to find those truths? To 
the “Explaining Laozi” and 
“Illustrating Laozi” chapters of 
the Hanfeizi, the commentary 
from Wang Bi, the Xiang’er 
Commentary, Roger T. Ames 
and David L Hall’s Dao De Jing: 
A Philosophical Translation, 
Hans-Georg Moeller’s Daodejing: 
The New, Highly Readable 
Translation of the Life-Changing 
Ancient Scripture Formerly Known as the 
Tao Te Ching, John Chalmer’s The Speculations 
on Metaphysics, Polity and Morality of the Old 

Making sense of the Dao De Jing:  
The process of reading and interpretation

Saturday, August 4   ■   9:00-10:00 am   ■   Biomed B103

KEYNOTE SPEAKERS

Franklin Perkins
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

Philosopher Lau Tsze, William Martin’s The Parent’s 
Tao Te Ching? We will not find a single truth shared 
by all of these texts. The ubiquity of the Laozi does 
not reflect the transmission of a common message 
but rather the proliferation of a multitude of 
diverse texts and philosophies. Its impact is not 
as a source of truth but as a site for the creation 

of meaning. It follows that engagement 
with the text should be seen 
not as the discovery of its 
truth but as a processual event 
based on interactions among 
ancient written materials, a 
community of interpreters 
that extends over thousands 
of years, current readers, 
and the events, concerns, 
and pressures that shape the 
world at any given time. This 

talk will begin with a variety 
of examples of the proliferation 

of the Laozi (inside and outside of 
China) and then will turn toward the 

question — what is it about the Laozi that 
enables this endless production of meaning?

Franklin Perkins is Professor of Philosophy at the University of Hawai’i at Mānoa and is editor of the journal 
Philosophy East and West. Before coming to UH, he taught at Nanyang Technological University (Singapore) 
and at DePaul University (Chicago), where he was Director of the Chinese Studies Program. His main teaching 
and research interests are in classical Chinese philosophy, early modern European philosophy, and in the 
challenges of doing philosophy in a comparative or intercultural context. He is the author of Heaven and Earth 
are not Humane: The Problem of Evil in Classical Chinese Philosophy (Indiana, 2014), Leibniz: A Guide for 
the Perplexed (Bloomsbury, 2007), and Leibniz and China: A Commerce of Light (Cambridge, 2004), and he 
was co-editor of Chinese Metaphysics and Its Problems (Cambridge, 2015) (with Chenyang Li). His books have 
been translated into Portuguese, Chinese, and Japanese.
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Time
8:00a - 9:00a

9:00a - 9:15a

9:15a - 10:15a

10:15a - 10:30a

10:30a - 11:00a

11:10a - 11:40a

11:50a - 12:20p

12:20p - 1:20p

1:20p - 2:20p

2:30p - 3:00p

3:10p - 3:40p

3:40p - 4:00p

4:00p - 4:30p

4:40p - 5:10p

5:30p - 7:30p

Biomed B103
Registration / Coffee service

Welcome

Steven Thorne: Interactivity across 
persons, artifacts and environments

BREAK

A comparison of the suitability of EAP 
textbooks based on needs analysis in 
Chinese context 
- Dali Ning

Do bilinguals have different concepts? 
Shape and function in Chinese classifier 
choices 
- Sanmao Zhu

The linguistic expression of affect:  
A neglected domain of L2 instruction 
- Dina R. Yoshimi

LUNCH

Li-Hsiang Lisa Rosenlee: Gender, race, 
and comparative philosophy: An 
intersectional feminist consciousness

Ecological enactivism and Buddhist 
epistemology 
- Jonathan McKinney

Xunzi’s Zhengming as ecological: More 
than a constructivist 
- Myra Rafalovich

BREAK

‘Turtle talk’ in Hawai‘i’: More-than-human 
approaches to discourse analysis of 
human-wildlife interaction 
- Gavin Lamb

The abolition of personal boundaries in 
M. Elizarov’s “Nogti” 
- Nora Scholz

Reception at College Hill

Biomed T211

BREAK

Influences of living location on English 
test scores of Japanese university 
students 
- Tetsuya Fukuda and Keita Yagi

Categorization, opposition and holism: 
Rethinking the expression “A and B” 
- Nami Arimitsu

Cognition and learning in online social 
spaces: Co-authorship and participation 
on Reddit 
- Ivan Banov & Dongping Zheng

Qi and physical intelligence: Towards a 
rapprochement 
- Stephen Deiss

The elusive self: I am because we are 
- Hardeep Anant

BREAK

Sustainability versus survivability: a 
Daoist perspective 
- Kevin Rickman

Fengshui: Pseudo-science of an ancient 
myth 
- Reginald Kwok

WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1
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Time
8:30a - 9:00a

9:00a - 10:00a

10:00a - 10:20a

10:20a - 10:50a

11:00a - 11:30a

11:40a - 12:10p

12:10p - 1:10p

1:10p - 2:10p

2:20p - 2:50p

2:50p - 3:10p

3:10p - 3:40p

3:50p - 4:20p

4:30p - 5:30p

Biomed B103
Registration / Coffee service

Stephen Cowley: Skilled linguistic 
action: from distributed language to 
radical ecolinguistics

BREAK

Social and affective motivation in virtual 
world educational communities 
- Jean-Paul Duquette

The family ecology and early bilingual 
development: A case study of two young 
U.S.-born Korean American children 
- Youngmin Seo

Creating a cultural immersion space for 
second language learners using games 
and virtual reality 
- Cheng-Wei Chen

LUNCH

Chuming Wang: The X-argument 
to move forward the interactional 
approach to L2 acquisition

A study of Chinese EFL learners’ 
encoding of motion events in 
constructions from a linguistic inventory 
typology perspective 
- Yu Gu & Nan Zhao

BREAK

Situated translation in a multilingual 
industry environment 
- Serena Williams

Mind on the move: Mobile learning 
through embodiment and interactivity 
- Brett Oppegaard

Hannele Dufva: Time-travellers in 
languaging: Perspectives on language 
users’ timescales

Biomed T211

BREAK

Exploration, embodiment, and 
envisioning: Engaging learners in critical 
analysis of real-world issues 
- Haidan Wang

Virtual Reality and visualization for 
understanding the ecology of forest 
- Huaiqing Zhang

Trading spaces virtually: From north to 
south to north 
- Carrie Bramlet

Ecological well-becoming through social 
testing 
- Tim Murphey

BREAK

Engaged mindfulness in Vietnam 
- Thao Le

The dynamic relationship between 
linguistic instructions and physical 
performance 
- Chie Fukada, Noriyuki Kida, Takatsugu  
   Kojima, Hirokazu Kitao, & Hiromichi  
   Hagihara

THURSDAY, AUGUST 2
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Time
8:30a - 9:00a

9:00a - 10:00a

10:00a - 10:20a

10:20a - 12:10p

12:10p - 1:10p

1:10p - 2:10p

2:20p - 2:50p

2:50p - 3:10p

3:10p - 3:40p

3:50p - 4:20p

4:30p - 5:30p

Biomed B103
Registration / Coffee service

Li Wei: To osu or not to osu: Language 
and culture learning as embodied 
resemiotization: A Translanguaging 
view

BREAK

GENERAL ASSEMBLY

LUNCH

Paul Thibault: The linguistic 
imagination: Nature’s trick, culture’s 
treat

Physically performing action events 
enhances memory for verb sequences in 
children and adults 
- Angie Makri & Christopher Jarrold

BREAK

Graphics in Interactivity – Preliminary 
considerations 
- Christian M. Johannessen, Paul J.  
   Thibault, Marieke Longcamp, Susan  
   Stuart, & Chris Baber

When the other is myself: Exploring the 
semantics of “the other” and “the self” in 
Kirundi 
- Jean B Ntakirutimana

Sune Steffensen: Interactivity in 
therapy: global, local, and non-local 
dynamics in the embodied practice of 
psychotherapy

Biomed T211

BREAK

Interactive stories: Embodied design at 
the intersection of play, technology, and 
learning 
- Catherine Bacos & Si Jung Kim

BREAK

Socializing inclusionary diversity with 
ideal classmates (SIDWIC) 
- Yoshifumi Fukada, Tim Murphey, &  
   Tetsuya Fukuda

Interactivity of ‘pauses’: Silence 
between turns as affordances for the 
integration of emotional and cognitive 
action in counselling contexts such as 
psychotherapy 
- Line Brink Worsøe

FRIDAY, AUGUST 3
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Time
8:30a - 9:00a

9:00a - 10:00a

10:00a - 10:30a

10:30a - 11:00a

11:10a - 11:40a

11:50a - 12:20p

12:20p - 1:20p

1:20p - 1:50p

2:00p - 2:30p

2:30p - 2:50p

2:50p - 3:20p

3:30p - 4:00p

6:30p

Biomed B103
Registration / Coffee service

Frank Perkins: Making sense of the Dao 
De Jing: The process of reading and 
interpretation

BREAK

Moore Hall 153
WORKSHOP 
MATERIAL STORYTELLING: A micro-
cosmos of change and transformation 
- Anete Mikkala Camille Strand &  
   Ulla Sparholt

LUNCH

The limits of the pattern: On context, 
subtext and periphery in Chinese 
historiography
- Ryan Fleming

Soft promotion of national identity by an 
animated music video: A departure from 
the Communist discursive tradition
- Xiqin Liu & Dongping Zheng

BREAK

An educational enskillment in 
collectivism: The interactivity of “we” over 
“I” in the Korean language
- Sumi Chang

Getting in touch with air-speed: the role 
of language in perceptual learning 
- Simon Borchmann

Closing reception at  
Garden Terrace, Halekulani Hotel  
in Waikiki

Biomed T211

BREAK

Refracted knowledge: students work 
with ‘alien words’ across contexts and 
languages
- David Palfreyman & Afaf Al-Bataineh

On language competence of Derung 
students at the elementary and middle 
schools from the perspective of 
ecolinguistics
- Jinjun Wang

Analyzing international students’ 
TL-mediated socializing in naturalistic 
contexts of the host country within a 
framework of social space
- Yoshifumi Fukada

LUNCH

Aloha.Green: The doing of the 
environmental sustainability governance 
discourse
- Andrei Shkvorov & Scott Allen

Aspects of metaphor research on 
Chinese construction “V-lai-V-qu” 
- Xiaolong Lu

BREAK

Music as source domain: A cross-
linguistic exploration of conceptual 
metaphors
- Eleanor Leggett Sweeney & Chunyuan Di

Trainings based on corporate ethics and 
holistic paradigm—A case study on a 
Chinese traditional culture embedded 
firm
- Lei Wang

SATURDAY, AUGUST 4
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The final day of the conference is a free day, and we 
encourage you to go sightseeing or take a tour of the 
island of O‘ahu, soaking in the sun and all that you 
learned over the previous four days.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 5
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1

Time
10:30a - 11:00a

11:10a - 11:40a

11:50a - 12:20p

Biomed B103
A comparison of the suitability of EAP 
textbooks based on needs analysis in 
Chinese context
Dali Ning, Guangdong University of 
Foreign Studies
By comparing the purpose, theoretical 
framework, content design and skill 
arrangement of three kinds of EAP 
textbooks (imported from abroad, 
adapted, designed at home) which are 
lately released by outstanding publishers 
both at home and abroad, the writer tries 
to find out the differences of the books 
in their suitability to Chinese students, so 
as to provide clues for the construction 
and implementation of EAP textbook in 
Chinese context.

Do bilinguals have different concepts? 
Shape and function in Chinese classifier 
choices
Sanmao Zhu, Guangdong University of 
Foreign Studies
Experiments asked whether non-
classifier language speakers’ 
categorisation of objects and substances 
as shape or function is influenced 
by acquiring Chinese. These effects 
of acquiring classifiers of the second 
language on categorisation have 
implications for conceptual transfer in 
second language acquisition.

The linguistic expression of affect:  
A neglected domain of L2 instruction
Dina R. Yoshimi, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
Taking affect as a culturally-ordered 
domain of joint cognition, the study 
explores L2 learner expectations 
regarding affective lexical term use. 
Findings reveal learner misconstrual 
of ecological and intersubjective 
dimensions constitutive of L2 affect 
domains, thereby highlighting the affect 
lexicon as a rich interactional resource 
for exposing culturally variable facets of 
(inter)subjective experience. 

Biomed T211
Influences of living location on English 
test scores of Japanese university 
students
Tetsuya Fukuda & Keita Yagi, International 
Christian University
This presentation reports influences of 
living location on English test scores 
of Japanese university students. Based 
on quantitative analyses, we found a 
positive effect on English from living 
overseas before entering university, 
particularly living in an English-speaking 
country. Additionally, these students’ 
improvement after the university’s 
English program was confirmed 
quantitatively.

Categorization, opposition and holism: 
Rethinking the expression “A and B”
Nami Arimitsu, Toyo University
The expression “yes and no” is not just 
a combination of two oppositional 
elements when interpreted. It expresses 
mixed feelings which cannot be 
classified. When you are asked “Do you 
like your new job?,” replying “yes and no” 
is literally contradicting, but conveys the 
implication of unity of opposites.

Cognition and learning in online 
social spaces: Co-authorship and 
participation on Reddit
Ivan Banov & Dongping Zheng, 
University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa
When we post on social media, how 
do we decide what to post, how to 
post it, and what kind of language to 
use? This presentation looks at the 
posting behaviors of several English 
learners on Reddit and strives to answer 
these questions using concepts of 4E 
cognition.
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1

Time
2:30p - 3:00p

3:10p - 3:40p

4:00p - 4:30p

Biomed B103
Ecological enactivism and Buddhist 
epistemology
Jonathan McKinney, University of 
Cincinnati
In this project I propose that the 4E 
cognition (Embodied, Embedded, 
Extended, Enactive) approaches in 
cognitive science and the Buddhist 
theory of exclusion (apoha) complement 
one another. I will show that each theory 
benefits from its cooperation with the 
others, and contributes to a coherent 
interdisciplinary approach to embodied 
cognition.

Xunzi’s Zhengming as ecological: More 
than a constructivist
Myra Rafalovich, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
This paper redefines the Chinese 
philosopher Xunzi in ecological terms 
to gain a deeper understanding of 
Xunzi’s philosophy of language in 
his Zhengming passage compared to 
previous interpretations of him as being 
a realist or constructivist.

‘Turtle talk’ in Hawai‘i’: More-than-
human approaches to discourse 
analysis of human-wildlife interaction
Gavin Lamb, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
In this presentation, I bring into 
conversation embodied sociocultural 
linguistics and actor-network theory 
to consider the implications of this for 
analyzing human interaction with sea 
turtles and wildlife more generally. These 
methodological issues are illustrated 
with ethnographic data on the discursive 
practices of sea turtle conservation and 
tourism in Hawai‘i.

Biomed T211
Qi and physical intelligence: Towards a 
rapprochement
Stephen Deiss, University of California at 
San Diego
This presentation explains connections 
between the Eastern concept of Qi as 
energy flow and the Western scientific 
concept of energy driven dynamics in 
systems that produces entropy, drives 
evolution, and enables emergence of 
cognition, all due to the 2nd law of 
thermodynamics. Some would call it a 
“Theory of Everything.”

The elusive self: I am because we are
Hardeep Anant, City University College of 
Ajman
This paper compares Indian and Western 
perspectives on self and identity. It 
aims to demonstrate how conflict is 
inherent in the very concept of self and 
maps the journey of the self through 
illusory, functional and potentially 
transcendental stages. Finally, it suggests 
a new approach to conceptualizing 
selfhood.

Sustainability versus survivability: a 
Daoist perspective
Kevin Rickman, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
By exploring the Zhuangzi and I Ching, 
this paper confronts the concept of 
sustainability in order to illuminate 
shortcomings of the sustainable 
movements and humanities disconnect 
with the natural environment, and 
Daoist sources will underpin a discussion 
on positively changing our mentality 
towards the concept of sustainability.
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS: WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 1

Time
4:40p - 5:10p

Biomed B103
The abolition of personal boundaries in 
M . Elizarov’s “Nogti”
Nora Scholz, Ludwig Maximilian 
University of Munich
Language as a semiotic act implies 
that every narrative is necessarily tied 
to certain selection operations. Those 
operations can only be made - and read 
- according to a certain worldview. Using 
the example of the Russian novel “Nogti”, 
the talk shows how literary studies may 
contribute to a broader understanding 
of the Oneness of all things (Qi-Energy).

Biomed T211
Fengshui: Pseudo-science of an ancient 
myth
Reginald Yin-Wang Kwok, University of 
Hawai‘i at Mānoa
Fengshui is generally considered as 
a set of ancient myths which cannot 
be explained by rationality. This 
paper argues that Fengshui is a set 
of principles, gathered by well tested 
accumulated experiences - a pseudo-
science. The presentation will explore 
the most basic and established Fengshui 
precepts and addresses how they have 
been incorporated into spatial design 
practices. Elements of historical capital 
city Beijing (the quadrangle housing 
compound (Siheyuan), the imperial 
palace, and the city form) are used to 
review how Fengshui principles are 
adopted.
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS: THURSDAY, AUGUST 2

Time
10:20a - 10:50a

11:00a - 11:30a

11:40a - 12:10p

Biomed B103
Social and affective motivation in 
virtual world educational communities
Jean-Paul Duquette, University of Macau
Learning communities in online virtual 
worlds may provide glimpses of what 
continuing education may look like in 
the future. This presentation focuses on 
a nine-year ethnographic exploration of 
Second Life learning communities and 
will explore ways in which these groups 
use social and affective motivation to 
maintain enthusiasm and participation.

The family ecology and early bilingual 
development: A case study of two young 
U .S .-born Korean American children
Youngmin Seo, Dobong Elementary 
School
This comparative case study explored 
the language ecology and practices in 
communities toward their child’s early 
bilingual education from an ecological 
perspective. The findings make it clear 
that the home remains the crucial site 
for heritage language maintenance 
and highlights that children’s bilingual 
competence is greatly influenced by the 
sociocultural environment as well as the 
home environment.

Creating a cultural immersion space for 
second language learners using games 
and virtual reality
Cheng-Wei Chen, Defense Language 
Institute 
Through the theories of situated 
cognition and the Chinese philosophy 
of Qi, this presentation will interrogate 
how the virtual immersion experiences 
provided by virtual reality and 
gamification may effectively enhance 
learners’ ICC for real-life interpersonal 
communication. The analysis of current 
designs demonstrates key elements of 
successful practices.

Biomed T211
Exploration, embodiment, and 
envisioning: Engaging learners in 
critical analysis of real-world issues
Haidan Wang, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
Looking into how advanced learners of 
Chinese explore, embody, and envision 
ecological themes of sustainability and 
migrant populations in China and the 
U.S, this study presents a project-based 
learning curriculum design under a 
multiliteracies framework, aimed at 
engaging learners in critical thinking and 
reexamining their perceptions through 
contextualization and conceptualization.

Virtual Reality and visualization for 
understanding the ecology of the 
forest
Huaiqing Zhang, Chinese Academy of 
Forestry
Virtual Reality and visualization plays a 
very important role in the understanding 
of forest structure, growth, management 
measures and decision support making. 
In particular, the technology of 3D 
modeling can provide an immersive and 
interactive method to analyze the past, 
know the present and predict the future 
of the forest.

Trading spaces virtually: From north to 
south to north
Carrie Bramlet, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
A course titled Cultural Conversations: 
Bolivia enabled American students to 
gather an interdisciplinary taste of the 
historical, political, geographical and 
sociocultural aspects of Bolivia, and work 
toward acquisition of Spanish language 
and intercultural identity by pairing 
them up with conversation partners in a 
classroom in Bolivia who were learning 
English.
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PAPER PRESENTATIONS: THURSDAY, AUGUST 2

Time
2:20p - 2:50p

3:10p - 3:40p

3:50p - 4:20p

Biomed B103
A study of Chinese EFL learners’ 
encoding of motion events in 
constructions from a linguistic 
inventory typology perspective
Yu Gu & Nan Zhao, Northeast Normal 
University
This paper investigates how Chinese 
EFL learners encode motion events, by 
adopting induced experiments. The 
result shows learners’ motion event 
encoding is affected by L1 on-line 
thinking, resulting from L1 mighty 
grammatical categories and information 
flow. It’s manifested in learners’ use of 
noun verbalization/verb nominalization, 
static and serial verb constructions.

Situated translation in a multilingual 
industry environment
Serena Williams, University of California, 
Davis
This study applies extended translation, 
situated cognition, and social interaction 
to a specific translation environment: 
a translation team working in the 
translation industry. This study examines 
how the translation process arises 
through social interaction among team 
members, and how a situated model is 
necessary for its explanation.

Mind on the move: Mobile learning 
through embodiment and interactivity
Brett Oppegaard, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
This presentation will describe the 
theory and practice informing the 4E 
design of the learning tool (the app), 
mostly built by students as an exercise 
in experiential learning, and it also will 
share findings from use and study of the 
app, with real users in real situations.

Biomed T211
Ecological well-becoming through 
social testing
Tim Murphey, Kanda University of 
International Studies
I describe a new ecological conception 
of testing in which students give 
themselves grades at two moments 
in time: first after filling in answers 
alone; and second after asking others 
for mediating help during a socially 
interactive time period. Social-
psychological qualitative results and 
research supporting self-evaluations and 
grading are provided.

Engaged mindfulness in Vietnam
Thao Le, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa
This study explores how mindfulness and 
service learning training facilitates young 
adult development, with attention 
toward cultural and contextual issues.

The dynamic relationship between 
linguistic instructions and physical 
performance
Chie Fukada, Noriyuki Kida, Kyoto Institute 
of Technology; Takatsugu Kojima, Shiga 
University of Medical Science; Hirokazu 
Kitao, Kyoto Institute of Technology; & 
Hiromichi Hagihara, Kyoto University
This study explores the impact of 
Japanese linguistic instructions on 
physical performances. Focusing on 
vertical jumping and combining findings 
of linguistics and sports science, we first 
classified linguistic instructions and then 
conducted two experiments. The data 
show dynamic relationships between 
the types of linguistic instructions and 
elicited motor tuning processes.
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Biomed B103
Please join us for our General Assembly 
All attendees are welcome and 
encouraged to attend. 

Physically performing action events 
enhances memory for verb sequences 
in children and adults
Angie Makri & Christopher Jarrold, 
University of Bristol
Compared to verbal rehearsal, enacting 
action-object phrases was found to 
enhance serial order memory for actions 
but not objects in children and adults. 
Memory for individual items was also 
superior after enactment for adults but 
not children, suggesting developmental 
differences in the ability to exploit 
external resources to aid performance.

Graphics in Interactivity – Preliminary 
considerations
Christian M. Johannessen, University 
of Southern Denmark; Paul J. Thibault, 
University of Agder; Marieke Longcamp, 
University of Aix-Marseille; Susan Stuart, 
The University of Edinburgh; & Chris Baber, 
University of Birmingham
This paper presents preliminary 
considerations and results from a 
research project, Graphics in Interactivity 
(GRAIN) designed to investigate the 
relation between (i) gestures, (ii) graphic 
traces and (iii) perceptions. As part of 
the presentation we will present the 
results of a neurophenomenological 
trial study through which we attempt 
to operationalize the gesture-trace and 
trace-perception relations respectively, 
thus allowing us to observe a mediated 
gesture-perception relation. 

Biomed T211

 

Interactive stories: Embodied design 
at the intersection of play, technology, 
and learning
Catherine Bacos & Si Jung Kim, University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas
This paper investigates the efficacy of 
a technology-based intervention that 
uses an embodied design approach 
to facilitate the development of 
imaginative play skills related to 
learning. Specifically, the intervention is 
a wearable storytelling jacket through 
which young children can interact with 
their environment while listening to and 
enacting story events.

Socializing inclusionary diversity with 
ideal classmates (SIDWIC)
Yoshifumi Fukada, Meisei University; 
Tim Murphey, Kanda University of 
International Studies; & Tetsuya Fukuda, 
International Christian University
We ask our students to describe their 
ideal classmates in writing. Many write 
that they want their classmates to help 
them learn and not laugh at them, 
etc. We then distribute all ideas to 
everyone anonymously and students are 
sensitized to group desires and tend to 
support each other more.
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When the other is myself: Exploring the 
semantics of “the other” and “the self” 
in Kirundi
Jean B. Ntakirutimana, Brock University
The communication will explore the 
lexicosemantic structure of the concept 
of “the other”, arguing that one can’t 
express “otherness” in Kirundi without 
referring to the existence of “the self” 
and to its being. Indeed, in Kirundi, “the 
other”, also called “who is me”, is almost 
identical to the self.

Biomed T211
Interactivity of ‘pauses’: Silence 
between turns as affordances for the 
integration of emotional and cognitive 
action in counselling contexts such as 
psychotherapy
Line Brink Worsøe, University of Southern 
Denmark
In this presentation, the stage is set 
for a discussion of what we might 
consider about pauses and silences in 
highly institutionalised settings such 
as psychotherapy from an ecological 
one-system perspective. This will lead 
to explore how pauses and silence 
become affordances for the integration 
of emotional and cognitive action.



27

PAPER PRESENTATIONS: SATURDAY, AUGUST 4

Time
10:30a - 11:00a

11:10a - 11:40a

11:50a - 12:20p

Moore Hall 153
Note: This Workshop is in Moore Hall 153, 
not Biomed B103, and runs from  
10:30a - 12:20p

WORKSHOP: MATERIAL STORYTELLING 
A micro-cosmos of change and 
transformation
Anete Mikkala Camille Strand & Ulla 
Sparholt, Aalborg University
The workshop centers on the Material 
Storytelling method named ‘Object 
Theatre’ as it is developed by the 
Material Story Lab, Aalborg University in 
Denmark. 
Drawing on spatial, embodied, and 
artifactual dimensions of interaction, 
this method aims at creating affordances 
for transforming social and interactional 
processes: material artefacts are used 
to scaffold social and interactional 
processes in a way that leads to new 
narratives and new form of meaning- 
making or meaning-mattering and 
highlighting how Matter comes to 
matter in processes of becoming. Thus, 
the particular method presents a micro- 
cosmos that enables the participants 
to explore transformative processes on 
both personal, interactional and social 
levels. 
In tune with the conference call, the 
workshop invites the participants to 
investigate first hand, how Material 
Storytelling as a processual event 
embedded with specific constraint on 
experience, thought, and feeling can 
become such an affordance for change 
and transformation. 
The methods of material storytelling 
have been used in educational settings 
over a period of the past 10 years. The 
workshop will provide examples from 
specific events. 

Biomed T211
Refracted knowledge: students work 
with ‘alien words’ across contexts and 
languages
David Palfreyman & Afaf Al-Bataineh, 
Zayed University
This study investigates how bilingual 
business students at a university in the 
United Arab Emirates draw on Arabic, 
English and other meaning-making 
resources to discuss and apply concepts 
from course material across contexts and 
languages

On language competence of Derung 
students at the elementary and middle 
schools from the perspective of 
ecolinguistics
Jinjun Wang, Guangzhou University
The paper tends to investigate language 
competence of the indigenous Drung 
students at the elementary and 
middle schools in the multiethnic and 
multilingual Drung community in 
Yunnan, China and tries to find out the 
impact of the changing environments on 
the language competence of the Drung 
younger generation.

Analyzing international students’ 
TL-mediated socializing in naturalistic 
contexts of the host country within a 
framework of social space
Yoshifumi Fukada, Meisei University
The presenter investigated international 
students’ non-virtual, person-to-person, 
TL-mediated socialization in naturalistic 
contexts, perceiving their opportunities 
for growth as TL-learners. The data 
were longitudinally collected with 
multiple research techniques, and the 
findings show students securing these 
opportunities by co-constructing their 
own affinity spaces through agentive 
interactions, and having sense of 
belongingness. 
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The limits of the pattern: On context, 
subtext and periphery in Chinese 
historiography
Ryan Fleming, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
This paper uses anecdotes and ideas 
from Chinese historiographical texts to 
explore the notion of context, and argue 
that these writers can provide us with 
a new understanding of the use of our 
own limits. References to contemporary 
theorists and scholars will assist in 
asserting this relevance.

Soft promotion of national identity by 
an animated music video: A departure 
from the Communist discursive 
tradition
Xiqin Liu & Dongping Zheng, University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa
This is a multimodal critical discourse 
study of the animated music video The 
Song of Shisanwu (http://v.youku.com/v_
show/id_XMTM3MDQ4NTU3Mg==.
html?spm=a2hzp.8253869.0.0). The 
article reveals a new trend of positive self 
representation as a significant departure 
from the communist discursive tradition, 
which implies a governmental tendency 
toward openness and democracy among 
Chinese political discourses.

An educational enskillment in 
collectivism: The interactivity of “we” 
over “I” in the Korean language
Sumi Chang, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
The Korean language and culture 
manifest collectivism. One of the areas 
is the use of the first-person pronoun 
“we” over “I.” I will present the use of 
the collectivist “we,” followed by the 
situation-based role play practices. 
Finally, student knowledge and 
enskillment to function in Korean 
collectivist settings are introduced.

Biomed T211
Aloha .Green: The doing of the 
environmental sustainability 
governance discourse
Andrei Shkvorov & Scott Allen, University 
of Hawai‘i at Mānoa
The presentation showcases the 
Aloha.Green Project, a collaborative, 
interdisciplinary action design research 
effort to develop a working prototype 
of the digital habitat for Hawaii’s 
“green practitioners”, with the goal of 
optimizing the intersectoral, multi-
stakeholder discourse on environmental 
sustainability governance. The authors 
describe conceptual, design, and 
discursive dimensions of this R&D and 
community-engagement endeavor.

Aspects of metaphor research on 
Chinese construction “V-lai-V-qu”
Xiaolong Lu, University of Hawai‘i at 
Mānoa
This study mainly focuses on the 
metaphorical mappings on the 
construction “V-lai-V-qu” (two Vs are 
the same monosyllables), and we hope 
it could inspire other new ideas on the 
study of relative Chinese constructions 
like “V-shang (go up)-V-xia (go down)” in 
the future.

Music as source domain: A cross-
linguistic exploration of conceptual 
metaphors
Eleanor Leggett Sweeney & Chunyuan 
Di, Penn State University
This cross-linguistic study explores 
music as a source domain for metaphors 
of social alignment in English, French, 
and Chinese. The authors argue that 
since music is inherently social AND 
embodied, musical experiences function 
as a richly motivated source domain. 
Musical elements, such as melody, speed, 
rhythm and harmony, are analyzed for 
their metaphoric alignment with social 
alignment.
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Getting in touch with air-speed: the 
role of language in perceptual learning
Simon Borchmann, Roskilde University
The paper presents a study of language 
in exercising the ability to control the 
air-speed of a glider. Levels of the ability 
to pick up information about air-speed 
are distinguished and gliding instructors’ 
verbal instructions are compared to each 
level. The study shows that instructions 
differs from level to level.

Biomed T211
Trainings based on corporate ethics 
and holistic paradigm—A case study on 
a Chinese traditional culture embedded 
firm
Lei Wang, South China Normal University
To explore Chinese enterprises’ way of 
management and employee training, 
a case study is carried out. The result 
shows that trainings based on corporate 
ethics and holistic paradigm can bring 
about positive change: promotion of 
employee psychological capital and 
organizational commitment, formation 
of positive organizational ethical climate.
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