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Culture Note B&

According to Buddhist tradition, July 15 by the lunar calendar (on or about August
15 by the solar calendar) is thought to be the day on which the souls of people’s
ancestors return to this world for a visit. Many families still observe the old
ceremonies on or around this day. Typical rites include haka-mairi (visiting the graves
of one’s ancestors), bon-odori (bon-dancing), the lighting of fires called mukae-bi to
welcome the dead souls and okuri-bi to send them off to the world of the dead, and
the custom of Shooroo-nagashi, in which the sprits are sent down the rivers to the sea
in paper boats. People who have moved to the cities to work return to their

hometowns during this period.
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