
Are you an online language 
teacher or will you be one in 
the future? We have the perfect 
resource for you! Together the 
NFLRC and the ACTFL Distance 
Learning SIG have created over 
40 free TED-Ed lessons, given 
by experts in the field and filled 
with helpful information, best 

practices, tips, and strategies. Major topics covered include an 
overview of online language teaching, designing interaction 
for online language learning, materials development, and 
assessment. 

Even better, sign up for ACTFL Mentoring 
Program for Online Language Teachers, as 
either a mentor or mentee, for experienced, 
guided learning.

Did you know that the NFLRC and its partners produce 3 highly-rated, open refereed journals?
Check them out - subscriptions are free!
https://nflrc.hawaii.edu/publications/journals/

Resources for ACTFL Mentoring Program  
for Online Language Teachers

Lessons on High-Leverage  
Teaching Practices

University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa  |  1859 East-West Road #106  |  Honolulu HI 96822-2322
Tel: 808-956-9424  |  Fax: 808-956-5983  |  nflrc@hawaii.edu  |  nflrc.hawaii.edu

The High-Leverage Teaching 
Practices materials produced 
by the NFLRC comprise a series 
of 7 lessons based on a podcast 
that contains interviews on this 
topic with professionals in the 
field. These materials are based 
on the book Enacting the World 
of Language Instruction: High-
Leverage Teaching Practices by 
Eileen Glisan and Rick Donato (2017).  
Listen to the podcast or work through the lessons  
at your leisure to learn more about HLTPs.

Free Resources!

Open Online Journals

https://nflrc.hawaii.edu/events/view/105/ https://nflrc.hawaii.edu/events/view/120/



Visit us in the ACTFL EXHIBIT HALL

Booth 1232

Examples for Designing High-Quality Project-
Based Language Learning
Fri, 11/22  |  1:30-2:15pm  |  WEWCC Room 144B
The complexity of rigorous project-based language learning 
(PBLL) poses challenges to beginning practitioners. This session 
showcases designs from an open PBLL repository built by trained 
PBLL practitioners, offering an example-based pathway to 
learning about PBLL and scaffolding your thinking about your 
own project ideas, from design to execution.
Presenters: Stephen Tschudi, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa; 
Abigail Carle, Meridian Academy; and Liudmila Klimanova, 
University of Arizona

Resources for the ACTFL Mentoring Program for 
Online Language Teachers
Sat, 11/23  | 4:45-5pm  |  WEWCC Room 102A
This presentation will demonstrate free online resources available 
as part of the ACTFL Mentoring Program for Online Language 
Teachers. Developed to support professional learning needs of 
online language educators, the resources comprise over 40 TED-
Ed lessons consisting of video presentations, quizzes, readings, 
and discussion prompts.
Presenters: Ruslan Suvorov, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa, and 
Kathryn Murphy-Judy, Virginia Commonwealth University

 DESIGNING HIGH QUALITY PBLL

 FREE LRC RESOURCES

 NFLRC Alumni Presentations

 NFLRC Institute Leader Presentation

 DESIGNING MICROLEARNING EXPERIENCES

 ONLINE LANGUAGE PEDAGOGY RESOURCES

 NFLRC Alumni Presentations

Free Standards-Based Resources from the Title 
VI Language Resource Centers
Fri, 11/22  |  4:30-5:15pm  |  WEWCC Room 151B
Come learn about free standards-based resources for more than 
142 languages available from 16 Language Resource Centers 
funded by the Department of Education. Resources include 
assessment, classroom materials, and professional development 
for all levels and languages. URLs for downloadable resources 
provided.
Presenters: Mandy Gettler, Center for Applied Second Language 
Studies, and Jim Yoshioka, National Foreign Language Resource 
Center

Designing Microlearning Experiences for 21st 
Century Learners
Sat, 11/23  |  8-8:45am  |  WEWCC Room 151B
Microlearning can transform idle learner time on mobile devices 
into compelling language learning experiences. Come learn 
about affordances of mobile microlearning at levels Novice 
to Advanced. Try your hand at designing engaging mobile 
microlearning experiences applying principles drawn from 
testing materials and an app designed for that purpose.
Presenters: Julio Rodriguez, Ruslan Suvorov, and Stephen 
Tschudi, University of Hawai‘i at Mānoa 

PBLL + TCI: Love Connection or Divorce Court?
Fri, 11/22  |  11-11:45am  |  WEWCC Room 145B
In the push for project-based learning, where do world 
languages fit? Explore the challenges in using Teaching with 
Comprehensible Input (TCI) methods to provide critical input 
while supporting the student-centered inquiry of Project-Based 
Language Learning (PBLL). Decide for yourself what strategies 
will help these newlyweds make it as a couple!
Presenters: Sara-Elizabeth Cottrell, Musicuentos, and Laura 
Sexton, Phillip O. Berry Academy of Technology

Presentations

Cultivating Intercultural Communicative 
Competence with Playable Case Studies
Fri, 11/22  |  1:30-2:15pm  |  WEWCC Room 146C
Culturally authentic texts and academic content are essential 
to developing advanced proficiency, but content-focused 
courses don’t always give adequate attention to language. This 
session demonstrates the motivating power of blending virtual 
environments with real world, project-based tasks to foster 
meaningful language use and cultural capacity.
Presenters: Cherice Montgomery, Jon Balzotti, and Derek 
Hansen, Brigham Young University 

A PBLL Premise: Why Do Students Care? The 
Product Square Template
Sat, 11/23  | 4:30-5:15pm  |  WEWCC Room 103A
When designing your lesson, is it one of your top priorities: will 
your students care? Sparking students’ engagement is key. The 
audience will learn how to fill out a product square template 
for their own PBLL project. They will be exposed to effective 
examples, and they will work collaboratively with their own ideas 
on a product square template.
Presenters: Chantal Esquivias, Weber State University; Ingrid 
Campos, Layton High School; and Fermín Soriano, Farmington 
High School 
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Professional Learning

Intersections between  
HLTPs and PBLL

Envisioning PBLL

Blended Learning Planning for PBLL

S U M M E R  I N S T I T U T EM O O C

M O O CS H O R T  C O U R S E

Dates available: October 1–December 31, 2019
Registration opens October 1 and closes December 1, 2019
Badge-earners’ submission deadline: December 31, 2019

Intersections Between HLTPs and PBLL is a short course 
designed to provide world language educators ideas for 
implementing the elements of six high-leverage teaching 
practices (HLTPs) in project-based language learning (PBLL) 
contexts. This self-study course comprises seven lessons, with 
each lesson containing a video of an interview with experts in 
PBLL, a quiz, links to additional materials on the topic of the 
lesson, and a discussion prompt. Participants not familiar with 
HLTPs or PBLL are directed to NFLRC resources that should 
be viewed before beginning the course. An optional badge is 

available for a small fee for participants who 
fulfill all course requirements. 

Dates available: January 1–March 31, 2020
Registration opens January 1 and closes March 1, 2020
Badge-earners’ submission deadline: March 31, 2020

Envisioning PBLL is designed as an open-enrollment course 
for language educators beginning to learn about Project-
based Language Learning (PBLL). Successful learners will be 
able to describe essential features of high quality PBLL and 
to generate high-quality ideas for projects using the Product 
Square. An optional badge is available at a small fee for 
candidates fulfilling course requirements. 

Dates available: January 1–March 31, 2020
Registration opens January 1 and closes March 1, 2020
Badge-earners’ submission deadline: March 31, 2020

The Blended Learning MOOC is designed to introduce world 
language educators to the fundamentals of blended learning 
and equip them with skills and tools for implementing 
blended learning approaches in their instructional practices. 
The course consists of five lessons that cover topics ranging 
from the basic principles of blended learning to flipping the 
classroom. An optional badge is available at a small fee for 
participants who fulfill all course requirements. 

Summer Institute dates: June 10-16, 2020
University of Utah

This onsite five-day institute, featuring a two-day weekend 
break, is designed for world language educators who have 
some knowledge of Project-Based Learning (PBL) as well 
as some practice in generating project ideas. During the 
Institute, participants will flesh out their ideas for a project 
design they have already subjected to critique. Applicants 
must complete the prerequisite NFLRC MOOC (massive 
open online course) titled “Envisioning Project-Based 
Language Learning” and earn a badge in order to qualify 
for consideration for the Institute. Participants who fulfill 
requirements outlined in an associated course syllabus may 
opt to receive two (2) graduate course credits (tuition fee).
This summer institute is co-sponsored and co-organized with 
the Second Language Teaching and  
Research Center (L2TReC).

https://nflrc.hawaii.edu/events/view/124/ https://nflrc.hawaii.edu/events/view/126/

https://nflrc.hawaii.edu/events/view/125/ https://nflrc.hawaii.edu/events/view/127/



Saturday, November 23
5:30 to 7 pm
Independence Ballroom Salon D 
Marriott Marquis

NEW EVENT AT ACTFL 

Andrew Brown
Founder and Executive Director

Global Language Network

How to Use Language  
as a Tool to Help Fix  

Our World
We each have the ability to 
harness the powerful tool of 
language to improve ourselves, 
our families, our communities, 
our countries, and our world.

Lourdes Ortega
Professor of Applied Linguistics

Georgetown University 

Why Language  
Teachers Should  

Think Multilingually
A case for learning how to 
embrace multilingualism as a 
value and a tool in our foreign 
language classrooms to nurture 
(rather than undermine) success 
in the target language among 
our students.

Rada Mihalcea
Director

Michigan Artificial Intelligence Lab

Words and People:  
What Language Tells Us 

About Ourselves
Discover how research in artificial 
intelligence can provide insights 
into connections between 
language and human nature  
and how those connections differ 
across cultures.

Introduced by 
Marty Abbott

TED-style talks that inspire connections 
between language and our world

ConnecTalks is sponsored by:


