
 

Name:_________________________ 

Project   Overview   &   Agreement   to   Participate 
Project   Title:  
What   Makes   a   Place   a   Good   Place   to…? 
 

Product:  
A   slideshow   that   invites   readers   to   consider   the   di�erent   values   speakers   of   Chinese 
and   of   English   may   assign   to   various   public   spaces   as   “good   places   to   [eat,   rest,   use 
one’s   cell   phone,   etc.].” 

Individual   products:    You   will   contribute   at   least   one   photo   captioned   in   Chinese   and 
English   for    a   slideshow   of   photos   and   captions    that   shows   places   on   the   UH   campus   that 
you   have   labeled   as   “good   places”   for   certain   everyday   activities.   Native   speakers   of 
Chinese   will   take   a   survey   based   on   your   work   and   will    rate   their   agreement   or 
disagreement    with   your   designations   of   places   as   “good   places   to…”   while   other 
respondents   who   do   not   speak   Chinese   will   view   an   English   version   of   the   survey   and 
perform   similar   ratings.   After   you    view   and   compare   reactions    from   these   two   groups   of 
native   speakers,   you   will   modify   the   same    photos   and   captions    to   show   readers   some 
comparisons    between   how   Chinese-speaking   and   non   Chinese-speaking   informants 
evaluated   these   places   as   “good   places   to…”.   Thus,   the   slideshow   that   you   produce   will 
prompt   readers   to   re�ect   on   some   possible   culturally   determined   di�erences   in   the   ways 
public   spaces   are   perceived. 

We’ll   deepen   our   inquiry   by   asking   a   native   Chinese   speaker   in   China   (to   whom   we 
will   present   the   �nal   slideshow   via   Skype)   to   answer   further   questions,   and   you   can   use   this 
recording   for   continued   learning. 

You   will   work   in   groups.   Each   group   member   will   choose   one   or   two   places   of 
interest   on   the   UH   campus   that   you   are   responsible   for   describing.   Your   place(s)   should   be 
unique   within   your   group.   You   will   add   Chinese   phrases   to   your   greeting   that   you   will 
develop   in   contact   with   a   Chinese-speaking   language   consultant. 

Group   products:    Each   group   will   be   responsible   for   one   section   of   each   of   the   two 
“drafts”   of   the   slideshow,   which   will   be   created   as   collaborative   wiki   pages,   edited   in 
Google   Docs   (Presentation   slides)   and   then   exported   for   distribution   to   readers   in   China.  
 
You   will   act   as     explorers   and   documenters,    exploring   a   new   environment   (UH   Mānoa), 
going   out   on   campus   to   gather   impressions   and   capture   media   of   your   new   environment; 
independent   investigators,    visiting   and   interviewing   experts   (speakers   of   Chinese)   to 
obtain   wanted   linguistic   and   cultural   information;    data   crunchers,    viewing   and   comparing 
reactions   from   two   groups   of   native   speakers   (English   and   Chinese)   and   reporting   on   the 
di�erences;   and    creative   artists/designers   and   users   of   language-related   information 
technology,    creating   slideshows   of   photos   with   interpretive   captions   in   Chinese!   
 

continued   on   next   page 
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Driving   Question:    when 
we’re   �nished,   we   will   revisit 
this   question   and   re�ect   on 
how   e�ectively   we 
responded. 

How   can   we   create   a   resource   that   helps   Chinese 
speakers   consider   the   question   of   how   people   from 
di�erent   cultures   view   public   spaces   di�erently? 

Skills :   you’ll   be   challenged 
to   acquire   skills   that   will 
help   you   accomplish   your 
goal.   You   will    use   di�erent 
information   sources,   some 
of   which   you   might   locate 
yourself!  

You   may   also   extend   the 
project   in   ways   we   haven’t 
foreseen. 

Content-area   skills:  
Need-to-have   language   skills   (with   help):  

1) Can   politely   get   into,   through,   and   out   of   an 
interview   using   Mandarin   Chinese,   including: 
o�ering   polite   greetings,   thanks,   and   goodbyes, 
and   requesting   certain   permissions;   asking   “How 
do   you   say…?”   and   “How   do   you   write…?” 

2) Can   make   comprehensible   and   appropriate   typed 
captions   in   Chinese   on   photos   in   an   electronic 
gallery   to   be   read   by   native   speakers   of   Chinese, 
such   as      “[A]   good   place   for   eating,”   “[A]   good   place 
for   studying,”   etc.   (resting,   exercising,   chatting, 
shopping…   other   activities   may   be   nominated   by 
learners). 

3) Can   extend   work   on   the   initial   gallery,   creating   a 
second   draft   where   you   compare   reader   reactions 
(“A   good   place   to   rest?   3   out   of   5   American   readers 
agree;   1   out   of   5   Chinese   readers   agree.”) 

 

Need-to-know   culture:    Can   identify   some   possible 
culturally-based   di�erences   in   the   ways   people   might 
think   of   a   place   being   “good   for”   an   activity   such   as   eating 
or   studying.   Ready   to   investigate   the   issue   further   based 
on   material   in   �nal   interview   with   native   speaker. 
 

Process   skills:  
Need-to-have   technology   skills:    Can   use   Google   Docs   in   a 
collaborative   way,   including   placing   photos   in   a   Google 
Slides   presentation,   and   adding   captions   in   Chinese   using 
the   Chinese   keyboard. 

  
 
Please   see   next   page   for   work   agreement   and   timeline. 
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Agreement 

Please   make   a   record   here 
of   your   choice   to   join   the 
project   (or   not)   and   your 
commitment   to   �nish. 

  
______      I   choose   to   join   this   project.   I   challenge   myself   to 
acquire   the   skills   described   above,   and   I   commit   to   work 
e�ectively   with   my   teammates   to   see   the   project   through. 
(Your   teacher   may   request   to   see   this   document.) 
 
______      I   am   not   joining   this   project   at   this   time.   I   agree   to 
develop   and   pursue   an   approved   alternative   work   plan 
during   the   time   designated   for   this   project.   (Please 
consult   with   your   teacher.)  
 
 
Signature: 
_____________________________________________ 

 
PROJECT-DEDICATED   TIME   IN   THE   INTENSIVE   SUMMER   INSTITUTE: 
星期一       Xīngqīyī          MONDAY 
10:00   am   -   12:00   pm      Entry   event   and   language   input   activities 
1:00-2:00   pm                                 Exploring   with   your   team,   picture-taking 
2:00-3:00   pm                                 Back   in   home   room,   interview   Chinese-speaking   consultants  
3:15-4:15   pm                                       Work   on   �rst   slideshow   AND   your   worksheet/self-assessment 
evening                                                            Instructor   will   create   and   distribute   opinion   surveys   based   on   your   work 
 
星期二       Xīngqī’èr          TUESDAY 
9:45-10:15 Review   and   tabulate   native   speaker   survey   responses 
10:30-11:30   am                           Get   language   for   second   draft   of   slideshow,   begin   work 
11:45   am   -   12:30   pm      Finalize   slideshow;   prepare   your   questions   for   native   speaker 
3:15-3:45   pm                                    Teacher-mediated   interview   with   native   speaker  
3:45-~4:30   pm                                 Re�ect   on   your   experience,   make   connections   with   your   own   project 
 

 


