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PREFACE

This volume contains the largest-ever collection of studies on motivation in the
second language (L2) field. All the papers in it are original studies, appearing in
print for the first time. Some were presented in a state-of-the-art colloquium on L2
motivation at the annual meeting of the American Association for Applied
Linguistics (Vancouver, 2000), whereas others were specifically commissioned for
this collection. As editors, we are particularly pleased that so many researchers have
accepted our invitation and contributed to the book, covering a comprehensive list
of topics. Thus, as has been our original intention, the present volume offers a
representative cross-section of current thinking on L2 motivation and outlines a
number of exciting and potentially fruitful future research directions.

Without trying to give a systematic overview of the rich content of the 20 chapters,
we would like to highlight some noteworthy aspects. To start with, we consider it a
significant step in research on motivation in second and foreign language learning
that traditional quantitative research methodologies are increasingly complemented
by qualitative approaches. The qualitative studies in this book provide firm
evidence that various interpretative approaches are very well suited to the
investigation of motivational dynamics and motivational thinking and will
hopefully inspire further research in this vein. On the other hand, as if to prove that
quantitative techniques are not to be discarded either, this volume contains reports
of some particularly large-scale investigations in locations as diverse as Hawai'i,
Hungary, Israel, and Spain, involving nearly 10,000 participants. Other studies
present data from another seven countries (Bahrain, Brazil, Canada, Egypt, Finland,
Ireland, and Japan), and the target languages investigated are also numerous:
Arabic, Chinese, English, Filipino, French, German, Hindi, Italian, Japanese,
Russian, and Spanish. The participants range from children to adults, in second,
foreign, and heritage language learning situations.

To give a taste of the richness of the various issues discussed in the chapters, let us
mention a few topics that have received little attention before: the interrelationship
between motivation and learning strategy use; motivational self-regulation and the
role of learner autonomy; teacher motivation and its impact on student motivation;
task motivation; the role of cognitive attributions; learning as mental foraging; and
the willingness to communicate. We are also pleased that several chapters explicitly
address methodological questions relevant to this area of research.

In sum, the colorful palette of topics and issues covered in this book indicates that
L2 motivation research has reached maturity and that the motivational basis of
second language acquisition is fertile ground for research. We sincerely hope that




the studies in this book will successfully contribute to the renaissance of research on
motivation observed during the past seven or eight years. Editing this book has been
a real learning experience, and we are pleased to share this experience with a wider
audience of readers.

Zoltan Dérnyei
School of English Studies
University of Nottingham

Richard Schmidt
Department of Second Language Studies and NFLRC
The University of Hawai‘i at Manoa






