
Webinar 1
Enacting Performance Assessment 
through Project-Based Language 
Learning

https://www.jpl.nasa.gov/news/news.php?feature=3702


Overarching question

In what ways do 
Performance 
Assessments and 
HQPBLL intersect to 
provide compelling 
outcomes for learners?

https://www.flickr.com/photos/horiavarlan/4273168957


What is  ?



What are the criteria?

https://hqpbl.org/


Introducing our guests

Catherine Ousselin Alegría Ribadeneira 





Home remedies project
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Home remedies project: Handout
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● Modeling

Home remedies project
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Students at work
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Student Reflections
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● “This project has been one of my favorites, especially 
because I had the opportunity to talk to my abuelita about her 
childhood and her life.” (HLL)

● This project was interesting to me because in my family I 
never grew up with these home remedies… I had not realized 
they were such a big part of the Hispanic culture.” (L2)

● “I learned more about my classmates and other remedies…. I 
will never forget this project, it was one of my favorites to do.”

Student Reflections
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Let’s talk about language and HQPBL



Performance assessments

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/group-team-feedback-confirming-1825510/


Performance assessment
● Assesses the learning targets in communicative way
● Often assesses both language and cultural knowledge
● Interpretive assessments use authentic documents with 

proficiency-level-appropriate tasks
● Production tasks are 

○ Authentic--language the way it would be used in 
contextual situations in a target-culture setting

○ Appropriate to the age and targeted proficiency range of 
the learner



Steps to create a performance assessment
Step 1: Select a meaningful topic
Step 2: Locate culturally authentic texts
Step 3: Develop cognitively challenging interpretive tasks
Step 4: Design opportunities for students to talk
Step 5: Support students in sharing learning w/templates, 
tools and timely feedback

Excerpted from The Transformative Power of Performance-Based Assessment by 
Cherice Montgomery (from The Language Educator, Feb. 2014)



Hearing from the 
experts 

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/dialog-box-conversation-box-dialog-1329643/


An opportunity to continue this work

Webinar 2

Short course through NFLRC:
● Registered webinar participants - watch for an email from us later this 

summer! 

Please give us feedback on the webinar:

http://bit.ly/HLTP-PBLL1
The contents of this presentation were developed in part under a grant from the U.S. Department of Education (CFDA 84.229, P229A180026). 
However, the contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the Department of Education, and one should not assume endorsement by the 
Federal Government.

http://bit.ly/HLTP-PBLL1

